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Harnessing today without compromising tomorrow … 



Illegal, unreported and unregulated  
(IUU) Fishing 

The principles of responsible fisheries 
management have been prescribed in a 
number of international ocean and 
fisheries instruments, and have been 
supported and strengthened 
by regional fisheries management 
organizations (RFMOs) around the 
globe 
States do not always satisfactorily 
fulfill their duties in line with such 
instruments and regional mechanisms, 
and illegal, unreported and 
unregulated (IUU) fishing often sets in, 
undermining national, regional and 
global efforts to manage fisheries 
sustainably 
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Impacts of IUU Fishing for Developing 
Countries 

Environmental – over-exploitation 
of stocks, impacts on fragile 
habitats, bycatch, etc. 

Economic – loss of revenue from 
lost catches, licences and other 
fees; cost of increased MCS, etc. 

Social – impacts on coastal  
communities and artisanal  
fleet; food security, etc. 



A framework of international instruments has been developing over the last 
decades and, together, include a powerful suite of tools which can be used to 
combat IUU fishing.  
 United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (1982)  
 FAO Agreement to Promote Compliance with International Conservation 

and Management Measures by Fishing Vessels on the High Seas, (1993)  
 UN Fish Stocks Agreement (1995)  
 FAO Code of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries (1995)  
 International Plan of Action to prevent, deter and eliminate Illegal, 

Unreported and Unregulated Fishing (2001), 
 FAO Agreement on Port State Measures to Prevent, Deter and Eliminate, 

Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing (2009) 
 Voluntary Guidelines for Flag State Performance (2014). 

 

International Framework to combat  
IUU fishing 





 The International Plan of Action to Prevent, Deter and Eliminate IUU Fishing The IPOA-
IUU, conceived as an optional instrument, incorporates and strengthens the rights and 
obligations of States in the fight against IUU fishing.  

 The IPOA-IUU measures shall specify the responsibilities of States,  
 the responsibilities of the Flag State, 
 the measures that are under the purview of the Coastal State, 
 the measures that are under the purview of port States,  
 the internationally agreed trade-related measures,  
 the research organizations,  
 the regional fisheries management organizations (RFMOs),  
 as well as the special needs of developing countries and the role of FAO.  

 The IPOA-IUU provides several Port State measures in paragraphs 52 to 64. 
 Paragraph 52 specifies that the Port State should provide for measures consistent with 

international law allowing it to control fishing vessels in order to prevent, deter and 
eliminate IUU fishing.  

 These measures should be applied in a fair, transparent and non-discriminatory way.  

International Plan of Action to  
prevent, deter  

and eliminate IUU Fishing (2001) 



 The other measures relate to:  
 a prior request for authorization to access the port expressed in time by providing 

information on the quantity of fish on board;  
  the denial of access to port of a ship by the port State in the event where IUU fishing 

activities are proven and the flag State is informed;  
 the designation of ports that are accessible to foreign vessels, and the ability of the 

ports to make the necessary inspections;  
  communication of inspection results to the flag State, to the coastal States and to 

competent regional fisheries management organizations;  
 the confidentiality of information collected in accordance with national laws of the 

States;  
  the preparation and publication of a national strategy and procedures for control by 

the port State, the training of port State control officers, as well as capacity building;  
  bilateral or multilateral cooperation, or cooperation through regional fisheries 

management organizations for the establishment of control mechanisms, the 
imposition of sanctions and agreed information sharing between members. 

IPOA other measures 



Measures adoption 

The IPOA-IUU establishes a 
comprehensive set of data on vessels 
and their owners and could, 
therefore, be a suitable instrument for 
the establishment of a file or registry 
ships.  
To adopt the measures of the IPOA in 
a consistent manner, countries were 
encouraged to develop their own 
national plans of action by selecting 
measures of the "toolbox" as 
represented by the International Plan 
of Action and adapting them to their 
particular circumstances. 



The IUU fisheries activities have disastrous consequences 
on environment, economy and human development.  

Taking into account its phenomenal extent, cooperation in 
local, regional, interregional and international level along 
with the active engagement of all stakeholders becomes 
necessary 

This voluntary instrument provides the guidelines for 
facilitating effective fisheries management.  

 Integral to the success of the IPOA for IUU fishing is the 
adoption of these principles regionally and nationally 

 

conclusion 



Thank you for your attention 


