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CONFERENCE MINISTERIELLE SUR LA COOPERATION 

HALIEUTIQUE ENTRE LES ETATS AFRICAINS RIVERAINS 

DE L’OCEAN ATLANTIQUE 

 
COMHAFAT/ATLAFCO 

MINISTERIAL CONFERENCE ON FISHERIES 

COOPERATION AMONG AFRICAN STATES 

BORDERING THE ATLANTIC OCEAN 

 

ATLAFCO's participation in the 5th Intergovernmental Conference on an 

International Legally Binding Instrument relating to the United Nations 

Convention on the Law of the Sea on the Conservation and Sustainable Use 

of Marine Biodiversity beyond areas of national jurisdiction 

(L’IGC-5)  

15-26 August 2022  

Reminder 

- In its resolution 72/249 of December 24, 2017, the GA decided to convene an 

intergovernmental conference under the auspices of the UN to consider the 

recommendations of the Preparatory Committee established by resolution 69/292 

of June 19, 2015, and to elaborate the text of an international legally binding 

instrument relating to the UNCLOS and dealing with the conservation and 

sustainable use of marine biological diversity beyond areas of national 

jurisdiction, with the objective of having the instrument elaborated as soon as 

possible. 

- The decision to convene the Conference follows the recommendations of the 

Preparatory Committee established by Resolution 69/292, which met for four 

sessions (two sessions in 2016 and 2017). The establishment of the Preparatory 

Committee follows the recommendations of the Ad Hoc Open-ended Working 

Group to study issues relating to the conservation and sustainable use of marine 

biological diversity beyond areas of national jurisdiction (Working Group), made 

to the GA pursuant to resolution 68/70, on the scope, parameters and feasibility 

of an international instrument under the Convention. 

- Based on the recommendations of the 4th session, dated March 2022, the GA 

decided, in its decision 76/564, to convene a 5th session in August 2022 (IGC-5). 

 

The course of the work 

The IGC-5 is in addition to the 4 initially mandated by the General Assembly. It was 

held face-to-face under the chairmanship of Ms. Rena Lee, Ambassador for Oceans 

and Law of the Sea and Special Envoy of the Minister for Foreign Affairs of 

Singapore, with the support of the Secretary-General of the Conference, Mr. Miguel 

de Serpa Soares, Under-Secretary-General for Legal Affairs and Legal Counsel of 

the United Nations. 

 
After a plenary session on the morning of Monday, August 15, the Conference moved 
to informal negotiations on the basis of the newly revised draft text of an agreement 
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relating to the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea and on the 
Conservation and Sustainable Use of Marine Biodiversity beyond Areas of National 
Jurisdiction, which had been prepared at a previous session. 
 

Over the course of the 2 weeks, negotiations focused on four elements of the 

package of issues under consideration by the Conference, namely: 

- Issues concerning marine genetic resources (RGM), including those 

related to benefit sharing; 

- Measures such as area-based management tools, including marine 

protected areas (AMP) 

- Environmental impact assessments (EIE);  

- and Capacity building and transfer of marine technology (CB&TT). 

 

Delegates also made progress on cross-cutting issues and institutional arrangements.  

On revised management procedures (RMPs) and benefit-sharing, delegates made 

progress on provisions on implementation and activities related to RMPs, including 

their notification. Divergent views still remain on the establishment of an access and 

benefit-sharing (ABS) mechanism, monetary benefit-sharing, and intellectual 

property rights.  

Regarding Environmental Impact Assessments (EIA), significant progress has been 

made on planned/proposed activities and on strategic environmental assessments. 

Differences remain on decision-making, thresholds, and the area or impact approach. 

In particular, delegates agreed to establish a CB&TT committee and recognized that 

CB&TT is an essential element of the package, although they still disagree on 

funding arrangements. 

 

The "refreshed" final text by IGC Chair Rena Lee, released on the morning of 

Friday, August 26, is in limbo, with some states wishing to use it as a basis for 

further negotiations, while others note that it does not include all points of view and 

therefore lacks consensus. The latter prefer to base the resumption of the round on 

a first updated text, released on Sunday, August 21. 

 

However, due to the progress made, the resumed session, at a date to be 

announced, could well be the final step towards a new treaty on the high seas. 

 

COMHAFAT participated in this 5th session of negotiations, represented by Mr. 

Abdelouahed BENABBOU, Executive Secretary and Mr. Abdennaji LAAMRICH, 

Head of the Cooperation and Information Systems Department. 

 

On the side-lines of this Conference and with a view to the effective participation of 

Member States in these negotiations and to contribute to their progress, COMHAFAT 

representatives participated in several meetings with the representatives of the 

African Permanent Missions of Member States, the Africa Group, the Central America 
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Group (OSPESCA), and the meeting organized by the Chairperson with the 

observers.   


