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I. INTRODUCTORY NOTE 

  

The economy of the world‟s oceans and other water bodies, also known as “Blue Economy” 

(BE) has become a very important part of the global discourse on economic advancement and 

natural resource conservation. The concept of blue economy was first introduced at the United 

Nations Conference on Sustainable Development held in Rio de Janeiro in 2012. The concept 

seeks to improve human wellbeing through economic growth, social inclusion and the en-

hancement of livelihoods whilst improving environmental sustainability of the oceans and 

coastal areas1.  

Even though the concept of BE is becoming clearer to many countries, with advanced coun-

tries adapting quickly to its tenets, developing countries are just beginning to seek entry 

points for its practical application and therefore imbibing the concept at a much slower pace. 

In particular, African countries are among the slow-paced adopters of the Blue Economy con-

cept to its full spectrum as sustainable blue growth in Africa currently appears unattainable2. 

The situation becomes even more uncertain in the face of the unprecedented challenges posed 

by the novel Coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic and its socio-economic implications on the 

BE sectors across the globe. 

With 70%t of the countries on the continent having territorial coastlines and vast areas of ex-

clusive economic zones (EEZs), Africa stands among the most endowed continents of the 

world with ocean resources that are still largely untapped for economic development3.The 

total length of Africa‟s coastline is some 30,500 km, making the African maritime domain 

extremely important for commercial, environmental, developmental and security reasons. 

There are 38 coastal countries and 06 islands of Africa whose maritime industry is estimated 

to be worth US$ 1 trillion per year.4. More than 90 %t of Africa‟s imports and exports are 

conducted by sea and some of the most strategic gateways for international trade are in Afri-

ca, underscoring the geopolitical importance of the region. Maritime zones under Africa‟s 

jurisdiction total about 13 million square kilometers including territorial seas and approxi-

mately 6.5 million square kilometers of the continental shelf5. 

The Blue Economy in the African context encompasses the aquatic environment covering 

inland and marine spaces. These include the oceans, seas, coasts, lakes, rivers, and under-

ground water bordering the continent. It encompasses a range of productive sectors, including 

fisheries, aquaculture, tourism, transport, shipbuilding, energy, bio-prospecting, and underwa-

ter mining and related activities6 

Although Africa is noted to have massive potential for a vibrant Blue Economy, sustainable 

exploration of Africa‟s seas is impeded by limited capacity building and training efforts as 

                                                 

1 World Bank and United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs, 2017. The Potential of the Blue Economy: 

Increasing Long-term Benefits of the Sustainable Use of Marine Resources for Small Island Developing States and Coastal 

Least Developed Countries. World Bank, Washington DC 
2https://www.frontiersin.org/articles/10.3389/fmars.2020.00586/full  

3https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/03056244.2020.1853517?casa_token=eVu7SSqX6y8AAAAA:sd6wOa8C_

mSSgOlnBxBzTD6ZmxGDwjN1pkBRPe6BSxV53xd0yxv0u9r0qsGq6aAZ827o58Xc8qGZB5L- 

4https://theconversation.com/review-of-nine-african-blue-economy-projects-shows-what-works-and-what-doesnt-143841  

5https://wedocs.unep.org/bitstream/handle/20.500.11822/30130/AfricasBlueEconomy.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y 

6https://www.un.org/africarenewal/sites/www.un.org.africarenewal/files/Africa%27s_Blue_Economy_A_policy_handbook.

pdf  

https://www.frontiersin.org/articles/10.3389/fmars.2020.00586/full
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/03056244.2020.1853517?casa_token=eVu7SSqX6y8AAAAA:sd6wOa8C_mSSgOlnBxBzTD6ZmxGDwjN1pkBRPe6BSxV53xd0yxv0u9r0qsGq6aAZ827o58Xc8qGZB5L-
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/03056244.2020.1853517?casa_token=eVu7SSqX6y8AAAAA:sd6wOa8C_mSSgOlnBxBzTD6ZmxGDwjN1pkBRPe6BSxV53xd0yxv0u9r0qsGq6aAZ827o58Xc8qGZB5L-
https://theconversation.com/review-of-nine-african-blue-economy-projects-shows-what-works-and-what-doesnt-143841
https://www.un.org/africarenewal/sites/www.un.org.africarenewal/files/Africa%252527s_Blue_Economy_A_policy_handbook.pdf
https://www.un.org/africarenewal/sites/www.un.org.africarenewal/files/Africa%252527s_Blue_Economy_A_policy_handbook.pdf
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well as inadequate research and development (R&D) activities and technological capacity, 

combined with inadequate investment in the BE sectors. 

 The fisheries subsector of Africa‟s BE is deemed one of the most important as it has pro-

duced some of the most successful BE actions thus far by providing nutrition and livelihoods, 

which translates into economic gains. Fisheries and aquaculture provide food and employs 

about 820 million people globally with majority of them coming from developing countries 

(including sub-Sahara Africa). Approximately 200 million people in Africa derive high-

quality and low-cost proteins from fish.7 In 2011, fisheries and aquaculture have directly con-

tributed about $24 billion to the African economy, representing 1.3% of the total African 

GDP. The sector provides employment to over 12 million people (58% in the fishing and 42% 

in the processing sector). Fish constituted 17% of the total animal protein and 7% of all pro-

teins consumed worldwide in 2017 and the rate of fish consumption has increased to 3.1% 

from 1961-2017. The per capita consumption of fish for sub-Sahara Africa stands at 8.9 kg, 

with that for some countries well above the global average of 18.9 kg including Ghana (25 

kg) and Gambia (28.3 kg) among others. Along with aquaculture, the fisheries sector employs 

around 820 million people worldwide, the majority of whom come from developing countries 

(including sub-Saharan Africa).  

According to the World Bank and the United Nations, the fisheries sector goes beyond the 

simple extraction of living marine resources; it encompasses fish production, processing, 

manufacture of nets and gear, production and supply of other goods and services such as boat 

building, maintenance, manufacture of fish processing equipment, packaging, marketing and 

distribution. 

However, the fisheries resources and their supporting environments have been under immense 

pressure from fishing activities and other anthropogenic and natural stressors. Marine and 

coastal environments continuously suffer from pollution, coastal development and climate 

change. Overcapacity as well as illegal, unregulated and unreported fishing (IUU) and de-

structive fishing methods are quite rampant in the territorial waters of coastal states of the 

continent. The fisheries sector in most African countries is over capacitated due to the intro-

duction of harmful subsidies on fishing inputs by governments. As a result, it is expected that 

Africa‟s per capita fish intake will reduce from 10 kg in 2018 to 9.8 kg in 2030. Likewise, 

if corrective measures are not taken quickly and at the current rate, several fisheries are 

doomed to collapse sooner or later.  

The blue economy offers the Continent an opportunity for the alleviation of pressures 

through the development of sustainable fishing. 

The Continent is still only in the early stages of development of its blue economy. It still has 

vast untapped potential - tourism, transport, shipbuilding, energy, bio-prospecting and under-

sea-bed mining - but fishing remains an extremely important sector that could serve as an 

entry point for the further development of other activities of the blue economy adding value 

to creation of jobs and economic growth. The adoption of ecosystem management tools in 

particular, marine spatial planning and the effective implementation of marine spatial plans 

will foster a strong blue economy on the African continent.    

                                                 

7https://www.mdpi.com/2071-1050/11/6/1636/pdf  

https://www.mdpi.com/2071-1050/11/6/1636/pdf
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There is the need for a deliberate and consistent action for the Blue Economy interventions in 

the fisheries sector of Africa to provide more jobs, ensure food security and protect the oceans 

for the future generations. These actions will have to draw on continent-wide and global poli-

cy frameworks such as the AU‟s 2050 African Integrated Maritime Strategy (AU 2050 

AIMS) and the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS). The Blue 

Economy Policy Handbook for Africa provides a good entry point for sustainable fisheries in 

the context of Blue Economy in Africa in line with the African Union‟s Agenda 2063 and the 

United Nations‟ Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 

In contributing to these efforts for the development of the fisheries sector of the continent, as 

part of a sustainable Blue Economy, comes the organization of this Conference organized by 

the ATLAFCO in collaboration with the Center for Coastal Management (CCM) -

 Africa Center of Excellence in Coastal psychological resilience (ACECoR), University of 

Cape Coast, Ghana. 

Under the title of “Unlocking the full potential of the fisheries sector and the promise of a 

sustainable blue economy‘‘, this meeting is an opportunity to deliberate on the prospects of 

development of a blue economy and define trajectories to develop the fisheries sector of the 

region in a sustainable manner. 

  
- Main objective:           

The development of the fishing sector as part of the sustainable Blue Economy in the 

region 

  

- Specific objectives :        

 Place and role of fishing in the Blue Economy of the African Atlantic coast coun-

tries; 

 Awareness-raising on the promotion of the sustainable Blue Economy with partic-

ular emphasis on the fishing sector; 

 Identification of the challenges and opportunities linked to the sustainable exploi-

tation of the potential of fishing within the framework of the Blue Economy in the 

Region;  

 Improvement of maritime governance through the concepts of conservation and 

sustainable use of fishery resources and the management of conflicts with other 

components of the blue economy; 

 Identification of institutional coordination mechanisms to harmonize fishing ac-

tivities with other areas of the Blue Economy; and, 

 Highlighting of best practices in fisheries development and its participation in the 

Blue Economy. 

- Expected results : 

At the end of the Conference, the following results should be achieved:  

 The participants would have understood the concept of the Blue Economy, its legal 

and institutional frameworks and the perspectives and challenges linked to its de-

velopment;             

 Appropriation by the participants the sequences and stages in developing a Blue 

Economy policy;              
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 Constraints and opportunities for the development of activities based on upstream 

and downstream of the fisheries value chain in the region would have 

been identified and discussed;                   

 The opportunities for harmonizing the sectors of the Blue Economy, as well as in-

stitutional operations and international instruments would have been explored; 

and,                 

 Some tracks to domesticate international instruments on the development 

of sustainable fishing strategies  in the context of a Blue Economy would have 

been identified and proposed for their application.                      

- Conduct of the Conference 

The conference will successively address: 

 Awareness of the blue economy, particularly in the field of fishing; 

 Reminder of the main African initiatives related to the development of a Blue 

Economy; 

 Best practices in fisheries development and its participation in the Blue Economy 

at industrial and artisanal scales; 

 Introduction to the establishment of institutional, political and legal coordination 

mechanisms to harmonize fishing activities with other areas of the Blue Economy. 
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II. INTRODUCTION 

1. On 27 January 2021, a conference was held virtually under the theme of “Unlocking the 

full potential of the sector fisheries as part of a sustainable blue economy’’  

2. Organized by ATLAFCO in collaboration with Centre for Coastal Management (CCM) - 

Africa Center of Excellence in Coastal Resilience (ACECoR), University of Cape Coast, 

Ghana. 

3. Attended this meeting, the representatives :  

- From the following member states : Angola, Benin, Cameroun Côte d'Ivoire, DRC, 

Gabon, Gambia, Ghana, Guinea Bissau, Morocco, Mauritania, Nigeria, Sao 

Tome, Senegal and Togo   

- Regional and Sub-regional organizations: AU-IBAR, ECOWAS, FCWC, CECAF, 

COREP, SRFC, INFOPECHE, LDAC, FAO Africa Regional Office  

- From civil society: WADAF, CAOPA, MOSFA, and TRY Oyster Women’s Asso-

ciation 

- Representative from the Embassy of Japan in RABAT 

- The Fisheries Commission and the Ministry of Fisheries and Aquaculture Develop-

ment of Ghana, Environmental Protection Agency, Ghana 

- From networks and Universities : REFMA, University of Cape Coast, Ghana 

- Experts and resource persons also took part in the work of this meeting. 

4. The list of participants is given in Appendix I. 

III.   OPENING CEREMONY 

5. In his introductory speech, Mr. Abdelouahed BENABBOU, Executive Secretary of AT-

LAFCO, on behalf of Mr. Sidi Tiémoko TOURE, Minister of Animal and Fisheries Re-

sources of Côte d'Ivoire and President of ATLAFCO, welcomed all the participants and 

expressed his gratitude to the resource persons for their availability and for their valuable 

contributions. 

6. He highlighted that this online conference replaces the one on the same theme which was 

to take place in Marrakech in December 2021, and which was unfortunately canceled at 

the last moment, following the decision of the Moroccan authorities to suspend air links, 

following appearance of the Omicron variant. 

7. He then mentioned that the Blue Economy is a particularly promising lever for economic 

and social development for the Continent. It can provide great traction and concrete bene-

fits for people. It relies on more sustainable resources, but also more fragile, facing over-

exploitation and the collapse of biodiversity. The immense potential offered by the seas 

and oceans therefore presents both challenges and enormous opportunities for the social 

and economic development of the continent. 

8. Mr. BENABBOU pointed out that by organizing this conference, the ambition is to focus 

on the central question of how to reconcile the need to continue to exploit and benefit 

from the fisheries resources in the waters of the region and the obligation to fish responsi-

bly, within the framework of full respect for the environment and the demands posed by 

climate change and the sustainability of a blue economy.  

9. He concluded that the experts will therefore not only highlight the opportunities and chal-

lenges that the countries and  the region are facing with regard to their aquatic resources, 

but also the opportunity to reflect on the appropriate political and institutional responses 

to be made. 

10. He ended his introductory speech by reiterating his thanks to all of ATLAFCO's partners, 

led by the OFCF, who made it possible to hold this meeting.( (Appendix II) 



“Unlocking the full potential of the sector fisheries as part of a sustainable blue economy’’ 

27 January 2022 
7 

 

11. Taking the floor, Prof. Denis Worlanyo AHETO from Africa Centre of Excellence in 

Coastal Resilience welcomed the representatives of the regionals fisheries organizations 

as well as the representatives of MS of ATLAFCO. 

12. He took the opportunity to reiterate his thanks to the resources persons for their valuable 

contribution to this important meeting. 

13. He renewed the readiness of his center to collaborate with ATLAFCO in the context of 

the Blue Economy as well as other issues such as sharing information and expertise. 

14. Finally he congratulated his team and ATLAFCO team for the good preparation for the 

event and wished a full success for this conference. 

IV. AGENDA 

15. The agenda was discussed and unanimously adopted (Appendix III). 

V. CONDUCT OF WORK 

16. The morning session was moderated by  Ms. IVY SERWAA GYIMAH AKUOKO 

from ACECoR while the afternoon session was assigned to Mr. Abdennaji 

LAAMRICH from ATLAFCO. 

 

17. Presentation1: The concept, tools and pillars of the blue economy, Mr. Abdennaji 

LAAMRICH (ATLAFCO)  

Biography: Mr. Abennaji LAAMRICH obtained a Bachelor‟s Degree in International 

Relations from the University of Law in Marrakech (Morocco) in 1983, as well as an Ad-

vanced Studies Diploma in International Law from Paris Sorbonne University in 1985. 

Subsequently he joined the Ministry of Ocean Fisheries and Merchant Marine as a Marine 

Inspector. In 1988, he was admitted to the World Maritime University in Sweden where 

he obtained an MSc Degree in General Maritime Administration.  

In 1990 he was promoted to a Maritime Affairs Administrator in charge of cooperation 

with international organizations.  

As Principal Administrator of Maritime Affairs he was nominated in 1999 as an advisor in 

the Minister Cabinet in charge of public relations.  

In 2003 he obtained an MBA from Anglia Polytechnic University in Cambridge.  

Currently he is Head of Cooperation and Information Systems Department in the Ministe-

rial Conference on Fisheries Cooperation among African States Bordering the Atlantic 

Ocean (ATLAFCO), which works to promote and strengthen regional cooperation with 

respect to fisheries development. 

He was a recipient of several training sessions organized by different international institu-

tions such as UNDP( Maritime administration), JICA (Marine environment protection), 

ACDI ( Maritime boundaries  delimitation ), KOICA( Fisheries policy), FAO, United Na-

tions ( ABNJ regional leaders), African Union( MSC of fisheries activities)…  

He participated in several sessions of International fisheries bodies such as ICCAT, IWC, 

CITES, FAO, UN among others. 

Summary of the presentation 

The speaker considered his presentation as brainstorming of the blue economy aspects. He 

highlighted that Blue Economy refers to economic activities that are both based in, and 

which are actively good for the ocean, though definitions vary.  

He mentioned that according to the World Bank, the blue economy is the "sustainable use 

of ocean resources for economic growth, improved livelihoods, and jobs while preserving 

the health of ocean ecosystem."  
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He added that while the concept of the Blue Economy continues to change and adapt eco-

nomic development in the ocean and coastal communities can be designed to serve as a 

basis for a sustainable development around the world.  

He pointed out that the mix of oceanic activities varies in each country, depending on their 

unique national circumstances and the national vision adopted to reflect its own concep-

tion of a blue economy.  In order to qualify as components of a blue economy, activities 

need to:  

 Provide social and economic benefits for current and future generations   

 Restore, protect, and maintain the diversity, productivity, resilience, core func-

tions, and intrinsic value of marine ecosystems  

 Be based on clean technologies, renewable energy, and circular material flows that 

will reduce waste and promote recycling of materials 

Mr. LAAMRICH demonstrated that the blue economy in Africa is aligned and directly 

linked to United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (UN SDGs), specifically SDG 

14, which promotes the “sustainable use of oceans, seas and marine resources for sustain-

able development” and in Agenda 2063, the African Union focused on making the use of 

ocean resources a priority in the new frontier of its blue economy. However, most African 

countries are still lagging in taking the initial steps of identifying and prioritizing blue 

economy sectors and understanding the risk to sea and ocean health. Many have not de-

veloped integrated Blue Economy. 

He ended his presentation by addressing the following actions to be taken: 

 The need to overcome current economic trends that are rapidly degrading ocean 

resources  

 The need to invest in the human capital required to harness the employment and 

development benefits of investing in innovative blue economy sectors  

 The strengthening of the concept and overcoming inadequate valuation of marine 

resources and ecosystem services provided by the oceans which makes it difficult 

to address cumulative impacts: 

✓ inadequate human, institutional, and technical capacity 

✓ underdeveloped and often inadequate planning tools 

✓ lack of full implementation of the 1982 United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea 

(UNCLOS) and relevant conventions and instruments. 

18. Presentation 2: Africa's ocean economy [the status quo and the future of the blue econo-

my in Africa]: Dr. PATRICK KARANI 

Biography: Currently working as a Business Development Consultant and Managing 

Partner at BEA International, providing strategic and advisory services on blue economy, 

climate finance and development of bankable investment Projects. He contributed to the 

preparation and development of the AU Blue Economy Strategy (2020); Implementation 

Plan; and the Framework for Blue Governance Coordination Mechanism (2021). He pre-

viously worked at the World Bank, African Development Bank and Development Bank of 

Southern Africa.  

He has published books on Carbon Offset Markets, Building Local Community Assets, 

Ecological and Economic Democracy, and Several Articles in International accredited 

Journals and Research and Conference Papers in the field of economic development, cli-

mate change, blue economy, economic and environmental policy and management. 
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His academic background is in Business Finance, International Development with DPhil 

in International Political Economy, Masters in International Economics, Development and 

Social Change-Clark University, Worcester, MA, USA, Bachelors of Education in Eco-

nomics and Business Studies-Kenyatta University, Nairobi, Certificate in International 

Management of Sustainability Challenges- IPMS-Tilburg University, School of Business 

and Society, The Netherlands, and Certificate in Leadership Management from UC-

Berkeley California, USA. 

Summary of the presentation 

Dr. KARANI started his presentation by quoting the AU Africa Blue Economy Strategic 

Documents that are: 

 Africa Blue Economy Strategy (ABES) 2020; 

 Africa Blue Economy Strategy Implementation Plan 2021-2025;  

 Africa Blue Economy Strategy Framework for Blue Governance Coordination Mecha-

nisms, 2021; 

 BE Accounting Conceptual Framework; 

 BE Marine Spatial Mapping (MSP) Framework; 

 Regional and National BE Strategies (AU-IBAR ongoing, Dec 2021- Feb 2020). 

He outlined the key drivers of change in the Strategy and Paradigm Shift of the Ocean 

Economy in Africa that are: 

 African population growth and demand  

 Regional/international Economic integration 

 Nationally Determined Contributions 

 Environment and biodiversity protection 

 Sustainable Blue Energy for Addressing Energy Demand 

 Ocean Mining for Meeting Global Demand and National Economic Development 

 Innovative Industries for Accelerating Economic Development Benefits 

 Large companies and Countries transport strategies 

In his conclusion he underlined that ICZM promote shared prosperity through the Blue 

Economy in the context of: 

 Enabling sustainable use of marine resources for economic growth; Improved livelihoods, 

jobs; and Ecosystem health; 

 Coordinating policies, activities and investments impacting coastal and marine resources 

which are critical to capturing the opportunities of the blue economy; 

 Coordinating policies for Spatial Mapping; delineation and demarcation of the hazard 

lines and coastal sediment cells; building capacities of agencies, institutions and commu-

nities to make informed decisions on Blue Economy. 

He added that priority areas for ICZM for both regulated and non-regulated users of ma-

rine and coastal resources include the following: 

 Climate change 

 Governance institutions 

 Economic incentives 

 Technological advancement 

 Management tools 
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19. Presentation 3 : Human capital investment and financing for Africa’s blue economy: Dr. 

Mohamed SEISAY, Fisheries Management Expert AU-IBAR 

Biography: Dr. Mohamed SEISAY has a PhD degree in Fisheries Science from the 

University of Wales (United Kingdom). Dr. SEISAY has over three decades of experience 

in fisheries management and aquaculture development in Africa and specializes in fisher-

ies resources evaluation, forecasting methodology, Policy and Governance. He worked as 

a „Fisheries Research Officer at the Ministry of Fisheries and Marine Resources in Sierra 

Leone rising to the position of Ag. Director of Fisheries‟. He also served as National 

Counterpart Coordinator of the EU-Funded Fisheries Project 'Institutional Support for 

Fisheries Management‟ in Sierra Leone; worked as UNV Fisheries Biologist with the 

„FAO/UNDP Chambo Fisheries Research Project‟ in Malawi; he served as Fisheries Man-

agement Expert on the „Nigeria-GTZ Kainji Lake Fisheries Promotion Project‟ in Nigeria; 

and as Regional Fisheries Consultant to the „Guinea Current Large Marine Ecosystem 

Project‟ (UNIDO-executed project), based in Ghana. 

He is currently Fisheries Management Expert (consultant) at the African Union InterAfri-

can Bureau for Animal Resources (AU-IBAR). His current functions at AU-IBAR involve 

supporting implementations of Projects and programs in fisheries, aquaculture and blue 

economy related projects including: Fisheries Governance project Phase 2 funded by EU; 

conserving aquatic biodiversity in Africa Blue economy funded by SIDA; support to im-

plementation of Africa Blue economy strategy funded by Kingdom of Norway; 

Summary of the presentation 

Dr. SEISAY started his presentation by outlining that the Africa Blue Economy Strategy 

(ABES) was adopted by the African Executive in 2020 (Executive Council Decision 

EX.CL/Dec. 1074 (XXXVI) with vision to foster an inclusive and sustainable blue econ-

omy that significantly contributes to Africa‟s transformation and growth.  

He added that the ABES has identified five thematic areas: 

1. Fisheries, aquaculture, conservation and sustainable aquatic ecosystems 

2. Shipping/transportation, trade, ports, maritime security, safety and enforcement 

3. Coastal and maritime tourism, climate change, resilience, environment, infrastruc-

ture 

4. Sustainable energy and mineral resources and innovative industries 

5. Polices, institutional and governance, employment, job creation and poverty eradi-

cation, innovative financing. 

He pointed out that the establishment of the BE strategy requires a comprehensive and 

coherent strategy as well as coordinated and harmonized policies. In response, AU-IBAR 

formulated ABES implementation plan and governance framework to guide and coordi-

nate blue economy activities at national, regional and continental levels.  

He based his presentation largely on annex 5 Polices, institutional and governance, em-

ployment, job creation and poverty eradication, innovative financing of the ABES. 

He then enumerated: 

 Strategic and technical challenges  

 key Institutional, human capacities and technology development required to fully harness 

the economic benefits of African Blue Economy 

 Transforming Economies 

 Investing and financing African BE 

 Innovative financing; investing in human capital and capacities.  
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Dr. SEISAY ended his presentation by making proposal for interventions and mecha-

nisms for enhancing human capacity and BE financing. 

 

20. Presentation 4:   Bio-socio-economic analysis of fisheries management in Africa Prof. 

Wisdom AKPALU 

Biography: Prof Wisdom AKPALU obtained his PhD degree from University of 

Gothenburg, Sweden. He is the immediate past (inaugural) president of the African Asso-

ciation of Environmental and Resource Economists (AFAERE).  Currently, he is the Dean 

of the School of Research and Graduate Studies (SRGS) at the Ghana Institute of Man-

agement and Public Administration (GIMPA) and the Director of the Environment for 

Development Initiative in Ghana (EfD-Ghana), which is funded by SIDA. He is also a 

partner of the One Ocean Hub (OOH). Prior to joining GIMPA he was Associate Profes-

sor of Economics at the State University of New York, Farmingdale, NY; and Research 

Fellow at the United Nation University‟s World Institute for Development Economics Re-

search (UNU-WIDER). Since 2013, the Africa Economic Research Consortium (AERC) 

invited him to be a resource person to mentor junior researchers who work on environ-

ment and natural resource management issues across the continent. Prof. AKPALU is an 

avid researcher with interest in biophysical and economic dynamics of marine ecosystems.  

Some of his works have been published in journals such as Nature Communications, Re-

view of Environmental and Resource Economics, Marine Resource Economics, Ecologi-

cal Economics, Marine Policy, Energy Policy, Environment and Development Economics, 

Climate and Development, Bioeconomics, and Natural Resource Modeling. In 2015, the 

Academy of Economics and Finance (AEF) recognized his extraordinary achievements in 

research and awarded him the Research Fellow of the year. And in 2019, the North Amer-

ican Association of Fisheries Economists (NAAFE) invited him as a keynote speaker at 

NAAFE-2019 forum in Halifax, Canada. 

Summary of the presentation:  

Prof AKPALU started his presentation by outlining the facts about the fisheries and aq-

uaculture sector, their characteristics and their contribution to the African economy. 

He then approached the renewable resources that are living resources (forest stock, fish 

stock, etc). 

He mentioned that RR replenishes itself if exploited within reasonable limits,  If unex-

ploited: it grows until it reaches carrying capacity and small and very large stocks gener-

ate small rates of growth. 

Mr. AKPALU made a scientific analysis of the fish growth functions (compensation, de-

pensation and critical depensation). 

After giving a detailed explanation of the Sustainable Yield (SY), he stressed on of the 

problems facing the fisheries sector, “…in West Africa, illegal, unreported and unregulat-

ed fishing is the equivalent of 40% to 65% of legally reported catch.‟‟ 

Finally he presented the case of Ghana where marine ecosystems are experiencing a wide 

range of pressures such as fishing beyond the Maximum Sustainable Yield (MSY), the use 

of inappropriate fishing methods such as light fishing, pair trawling, use of poisonous 

chemicals and pollution from local communities. This has led to decline in fish stocks, 

loss of biodiversity, destruction of marine habitats and coastal erosion which affect liveli-

hoods and ocean health. 

https://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0004570
https://www.frontiersin.org/articles/10.3389/fmars.2017.00050/full?source=post_page
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21. Presentation 5: The Emerging Coastal and Marine Aquaculture Industry in Africa: Mr. 

Ernest OBENG CHUKU 

Biography: Mr. Ernest OBENG CHUKU is a PhD candidate (Biological Sciences – 

Fisheries and Aquaculture) at the University of Tasmania – Institute of Marine and Ant-

arctic Studies, Australia, and an Australian Institute of Nuclear Science and Engineering 

(AINSE) Residential Student Scholar. He holds a Master of Philosophy (MPhil) degree in 

Aquaculture and a Bachelor of Science (BSc) in Fisheries and Aquatic Sciences both form 

the University of Cape Coast (UCC), Ghana. Ernest leads the UCC activity component of 

the USAID-funded Women Shellfishers and Food Security Activity being implemented 

across 11 West African countries, from Senegal to Nigeria. He was formerly a Principal 

Research Assistant on the USAID/UCC Fisheries and Coastal Management Capacity 

Building Support Project at the Department of Fisheries and Aquatic Sciences-UCC. Prior 

to this he served as Senior Technical Officer at the Aquaculture Research and Develop-

ment Centre of the Council for Scientific and Industrial Research, Ghana. 

Summary of the presentation:  

In his presentation Mr. CHUKU focused on Global coastal/marine aquaculture produc-

tion, coastal/marine aquaculture in Africa, main aquaculture species and opportunities for 

West Africa. 

He explained that aquaculture is largely dominated by inland/freshwater production and 

coastal/marine aquaculture production is less than half of inland/freshwater aquaculture. 

Mr. CHUKU listed the key players in the industry that are: Egypt, Zanzibar, Tunisia, 

Madagascar and South Africa. 

Regarding the opportunities, he mentioned that the entire West African coast is endowed 

with shallow intertidal areas with potential for coastal aquaculture Sheltered bays, large 

estuaries and deltas and recent studies (Chuku et al., 2021) indicate extensive brackish 

system shellfisheries on the entire coast. 

He gave some examples of common shellfish species harvested by women Shellfishers 

along the coast of West Africa. 

22. Presentation 6:  Development of activities upstream and downstream of the fisheries val-

ue chain:  Ms. Hellen MOEPI (AU-BIRA)  

Biography: Ms. Malebo Hellen MOEPI is currently the Fisheries Officer at the African 

Union-Interafrican Bureau for Animal Resources (AU-IBAR) since October 2020. Her 

current duties mainly entail supporting African Union member states and regional eco-

nomic communities for improving governance and management of the fisheries and aqua-

culture development. She is active in promoting inclusive governance in fisheries and aq-

uaculture sector at AU member states and regional levels through enhancing capacity of 

Non-States actors. In addition, she supporting implementation of EU-funded Fisheries 

Governance phase two project (FishGov 2), SIDA-funded project on conserving aquatic 

biodiversity in Africa Blue economy and lastly Africa Blue economy strategy funded by 

Kingdom of Norway.  

She worked as a Project Assistant during the implementation of the Fisheries Governance 

Project “FishGov 1” from 2014-2018 at AU-IBAR. She has over a decade of experience 

in aquaculture development and fisheries management with emphasis in project manage-

ment and community development. Ms. Moepi was a Principal Environmental Officer for 

Aquaculture Support and Development within the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and 

Fisheries, South Africa. She worked in the Public Understanding of Aquaculture project in 
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South Africa, in partnership with FAO. She has experience in cutting edge fish processing 

having worked at Lerøy Seafood Group, Norway, and the largest producer of Atlantic 

salmon globally. 

She is currently finalizing her PhD degree specializing in cross border fish trade from the 

University of the Western Cape (South Africa). She has a Master‟s Degree in Aquaculture 

Biology from the University of Bergen (Norway) and a BSc. Water and Sanitation and 

Honours degree in Aquaculture from the University of Limpopo (South Africa).  

Summary of the presentation:  

Ms. MOEPI started by mentioning that  the African Union-interafrican Bureau for Ani-

mal Resources (AU-IBAR) is guided by the Policy Framework and Reform Strategy for 

Fisheries and Aquaculture in Africa (PFRS) and the recently adopted Africa Blue Econo-

my Strategy (ABES) in executing its fisheries and aquaculture mandate. 

Her presentation was mainly guided by the ABES in identification of upstream and down-

stream activities in the fisheries value chain.  

She has chosen to focus in her presentation on the thematic area on “Fisheries, aquacul-

ture, conservation and sustainable aquatic ecosystems” that  is aimed at achieving full 

wealth generating potential for fisheries and aquaculture sector to optimally contribute to 

the blue growth through promotion of inclusive blue value chain incorporating fisheries 

sustainable aquaculture, ornamental fisheries and tourism sector and the  thematic area on 

“Polices, institutional and governance, employment, job creation and poverty eradication, 

innovative financing” that can support the African BE for  accelerating the Economic 

Transformation.  

She then outlined that this transformation can be achieved by assisting MS and RECs to 

mainstream integrated strategies for sustainable and inclusive BE with focus on value 

chain enhancement 

For the illustration, Ms. MOEPI has used using example from the commonwealth Blue 

Economy Series, on existing and emerging ocean based activities and capture fisheries 

value chain.  

She ended by proposing the following recommendations for enhancing the fisheries value 

chain in Africa:  

 Strengthening women and youth empowerment enterprises  to economically en-

gage in the value chain 

 Identifying and encouraging regional strategic regional value chain for enhancing 

regional economic integration, investment, boost intra-regional trade 

 Tapping into mariculture business and emerging ocean activities 

 Investing in infrastructure (harbours, Fish Processing Establishment, freight trans-

portation…) 

 Encouraging Value addition before export. 

  

23. Presentation 07 : The role of regional fisheries bodies in the implementation of the Afri-

can blue economy strategy: Mr. Mohamed SADIKI 

Biography:  Mr. SADIKI is an engineer at the central administration in charge of mari-

time fisheries in Morocco since 1990. He holds a French University Diploma in Regional 

Development and Spatial Planning, 1997, Diploma of the higher cycle of business man-
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agement, 1999 and of the diploma of the Higher Institute of public Administration (ISA) 

in 2012. Currently he is the head of the Programs and Projects Department at ATLAFCO 

Executive Secretariat. He made his debut in the fishing sector as a scientific observer, and 

then he carried out various missions related to fishing policies, the management of fisher-

ies, and the development of national aquaculture. Within ATLAFCO, Mr. Sadiki, contrib-

uted to the preparation and coordination of a dozen studies, development and execution of 

cooperation projects with ATLAFCO partners and its specialized networks, Participation 

in project steering committees at the continental level (fishgov1 and 2, REPAO), Repre-

sentation of ATLAFCO in the work of the Think tank relating to the mechanism for re-

forming fisheries in Africa; 

Summary of the presentation:  

Mr. SADIKI started his presentation by highlighting that the implementation of the Afri-

ca Blue Economy Strategy requires the establishment of an effective institutional mecha-

nism which could be referred to, as blue governance, as it relates to the interaction and 

decision-making processes between the actors involved in a collective initiative. Stake-

holders of Blue Governance in Africa are mainly African Union Commission Depart-

ments, Regional Economic Communities and Regional Specialized Institutions, Member 

States, Partners and Non-State Actors. 

 

To this end, he added that the two main objectives of the Blue Governance Framework 

are: 

 Define a framework for the establishment of functional and integrated mechanisms 

to coordinate blue governance in States and Regional Economic Communities, to 

promote a sustainable and comprehensive implementation of the Blue Economy 

Strategy of the EU. Africa. 

 Formulate recommendations on strengthening regional cooperation and integration 

by bringing together the divergent interests and respective resources of the differ-

ent players in the blue economy. 

He then pointed out that Regional Fisheries Organizations (RFOs) and Regional Econom-

ic Communities (ECOWAS, SADC, etc.) are the key elements in the implementation of 

the blue economy strategy at the regional level, in coordination with the competent office 

within the African Union Commission. 

 

He concluded that the main role of RFOs in implementing the ABES consist on: 

 

 Promoting the alignment of States with key African and global policies and initia-

tives, in particular, the African Union's Agenda 2063; Africa's Integrated Maritime 

Strategy 2014 (AIMS 2050), Pan-African Policy Framework and Fisheries and 

Aquaculture Reform Strategy (CPSR) 2014, United Nations Agenda 2030 2015 

sustainable development - SDGs); the African Charter on Maritime Safety and Se-

curity and Development in Africa of 2016 (Lomé Charter, Africa's Blue Economy 

Strategy, African Free Trade Area; 

 Promoting the establishment of institutional mechanisms dedicated to the blue 

economy within States; 

 Strengthening the linkage and institutional cooperation with the RECs, and work 

in perfect synergy through their blue economy coordination structures; 

 Optimizing the conservation and sustainable exploitation of fisheries and aquacul-

ture and minimize conflicts with other activities of the blue economy, through the 
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use of maritime spatial planning and the integrated management of coastal zones 

and Eco-systemic approach; 

 Promoting an integrated and forward-looking approach to marine ecosystems; 

 Increasing safety and security through integrated maritime surveillance; 

 Ensuring that the blue economy follows the principles of environmental and social 

sustainability, empowerment and participation in decision-making, Circular econ-

omy, the creation of added value and the improvement of the value chain. 

24. Presentation 08 :  Harmonization of Institutional Operations and Domestication of inter-

national instruments: Mr. Kwame MFODWO 

Biography: With over 25 years of accumulated experience, working in Africa, the South 

Pacific, Australia and New Zealand, Mr. Kwame MFODWO, lead consultant with the 

Africa Blue Economy Institute in Accra, is a globally recognized authority on key aspects 

of fisheries governance and the Blue Economy He holds a Master‟s degree in International 

Law from the Australian National University, Canberra and during his teaching career of 

over 20 years in Australia and New Zealand has taught courses in the law of the sea; inter-

national fisheries law & environmental law, policy and management. He has consulted for 

the Parties to the Nauru Agreement (PNA), the Forum Fisheries Agency (FFA); WWF, the 

Packard Foundation, the Pew Charitable Trusts, IUCN, SRFC, the Commonwealth Secre-

tariat, the African Development Bank, the African Union, the Organization of Eastern Car-

ibbean and the governments of Ghana, Gabon, Seychelles, Nuie, Vanuatu, Nauru, Cook Is-

lands, Brunei, Australia and New Zealand.  He has been (1) Technical Advisor to AU-

IBAR for the EU-funded FISHGOV project implementing the African Policy Framework 

& Reform Strategy for Fisheries & Aquaculture in Africa (PFRS); (2) Trade Advisor, to 

the Forum Fisheries Agency based in the Solomon Islands (3) international law adviser on 

oceans governance and maritime boundary delimitation to the Government of Ghana. 

Summary of the presentation:  

Mr. MFODWO started his presentation by giving an overview on the Blue Economy re-

lated International Instruments such as: 

 Fisheries regional level treaties setting up regional fisheries management organisa-

tions and regional fisheries bodies 

 Global navigation-related and marine pollution control and safety treaties under 

the International Maritime Organization (IMO) – eg MARPOL 

 Regional framework marine pollution control treaties under UNEP – Abidjan 

Convention; Barcelona Convention; Nairobi Convention 

 Protection of nature and marine biodiversity – CITES, Conservation on Migratory 

Species 

He then stressed on the fisheries potential complicated interaction with other BE sectors 

and international instruments 

He outlined some key issues: 

 BE often has fragmented organizational responsibility at national level but then so 

also do international treaties  

 In regional BE co-operation context – fragmentation equally an issue as countries 

may not assign similar agencies to treaty implementation or regional BE imple-

mentation 
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 limited domestic understanding of implementation requirements for both treaties 

and BE 

 weak funding and technical capacity and domestic implementation capacity not in 

line with actual requirements for BE and treaties 

 inadequate communication between implementers on the ground and national focal 

points or administrative authorities  

 jurisdictional conflicts in implementation  

 Many complicated questions that are best addressed by having a dedicated unit in 

any BE administration 

25. Presentation 09:  Governance and organization of maritime areas (MPA, sustainable 

resource management):Prof. Benjamin CAMPION 

Biography: Prof. Benjamin Betey CAMPION is an Associate Professor at the Depart-

ment of Fisheries and Watershed Management of the Kwame Nkrumah University of Sci-

ence and Technology, Kumasi. He has for the past 15 years be teaching and conducting 

research in ecology, natural resources management, conflict management and climate 

change in relation to fisheries and the coastal environment. Prof. Campion has extensive 

experience working with fishermen and fishmongers in Ghana on livelihood and devel-

opment. 

Summary of the presentation 

Prof Benjamin CAMPION started his presentation by outlining Fast facts about the 

oceans. 

He then listed the Sectors of the blue economy by focusing on the sustainable Blue Econ-

omy that is an ocean-based economy that provides equitably distributed social and eco-

nomic benefits for current and future generations, while restoring and protecting the in-

trinsic value and functionality of coastal and marine ecosystems and is based on clean 

technologies and circular material flows (adapted from WWF, 2018). 

Prof CAMPION explained the main drivers of the coastal change :( Population, climate 

change, urbanization, industrialization, globalization….) and other drivers of marine change, 

overfishing, oil and gas extraction, tourism (diving), waste disposal, aquaculture….) 

He made a detailed overview on the governance that is an exercise of economic, political 

and administrative authority to manage a country‟s affairs at all levels.  

He has listed the key principles or features of good governance including among others, 

transparency, participation/inclusiveness, accountability, coordination capacity adherence 

to the rule of law responsiveness effectiveness and efficiency an free, prior and informed 

consent (FPIC) that is the principle that a community has the right to give or withhold its 

consent to proposed projects that may affect the lands/water resources they customarily 

own, occupy or otherwise use. 

Finally he presented the Integrated Coastal Zone Management (ICZM), its scope and 

components. 

He concluded by outlining the initiatives needed for the coastal zone management: 

 Coastal Resources Survey 

 Integrated Coastal Resources Database 

 Modeling Tools 

 Information dissemination 



“Unlocking the full potential of the sector fisheries as part of a sustainable blue economy’’ 

27 January 2022 
17 

 

 Capacity Building 

As recommendation he mentioned that there is the need to determine appropriate govern-

ance approaches and organization of our maritime areas to achieve the full potential of the 

maritime areas and the promise of a sustainable blue economy. 

26. Presentation 10 : Case study on MPAs: Dr. Alberta SAGOE  

Biography: Dr. Alberta SAGOE is a Post-Doctoral Fellow at the Centre for Coastal 

Management – Africa Centre of Excellence in Coastal Resilience. She holds a PhD in In-

tegrated Coastal Zone Management from the University of Cape Coast in Ghana and an 

Erasmus Mundus Master‟s degree in Marine Spatial Planning from the Universities of 

Venice, Azores and Seville in Europe. She champions the course for coastal and marine 

spatial planning and resource management at the Centre and is currently leading the im-

plementation of the Lighthouse Foundation funded „Coastal and Marine Conservation 

Drive Project (COMADRIP)‟, aimed at creating a pilot site for the design and develop-

ment of a Marine Protected Area (MPA) management strategy for the Greater Cape Three 

Points area that can feed into the National process for coastal conservation in Ghana. 

DR. SAGOE has been instrumental in scaling up the knowledge base for the uptake of 

Marine Spatial Planning (MSP) in Ghana and the Sub-Region through various virtual and 

in-person workshops she has organized at National and Regional levels.  

Summary of the presentation: 

Dr. SAGOE started her presentation by highlighting that Marine Protected Areas (MPAs) 

are defined areas established by countries and regional bodies as a useful management 

tool for regulating different human uses in a coastal / marine ecosystem through legal or 

other effective means, to achieve the long-term conservation of ecosystems with their as-

sociated services and cultural values (Agardy et al., 2011; Dudley, 2008). 

She then introduced the functional Marine Protected Areas for Conservation and Rebuild-

ing of National Fish Stocks, established by Ghana. 

She made a detailed explanation of the Coastal and Marine Conservation Drive Project 

(COMADRIP) aiming to create a pilot site for the design and development of a Marine 

Protected Area (MPA) management strategy for the Greater Cape Three Points area that 

can feed into the National process for coastal conservation in Ghana. 

She concluded her presentation by quoting the following lessons and recommendations: 

 Commitment – Action Gap in establishment of National MPAs (Taking the initia-

tive). 

 The Ecosystem Services Approach (assessment of ecosystems and their services in 

support of blue economy tell the story). - Sensitization / Education.  

 Cultural dimensions are pivotal in the design and implementation of MPAs. 

 Integrating local governance and management structures. 

27. At the end of each session (morning and afternoon) there were discussions among the par-

ticipants who debated the different aspects of the blue economy presented by different re-

source persons. 

These debates leaded to the proposal of some recommendations based on the orientations 

and directives of the delivered presentations done by all resource persons (Append. 
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APPENDIX I: LIST OF PARTICIPANTS 

No

. 

COUN-

TRY/ORGANIZATION 

NAMES TITLE E-MAIL 

1 ADEPA/WADAF Mr. Moussa MBEN-

GUE 

Executive Secretary mbenguepe-

che@yahoo.fr;  

2 Africa Center of Blue 

Economy Institute 

 

 

Center for Coastal Man-

agement - Africa Center of 

Excellence in Coastal Re-

silience 

Mr. MFODWO STE-

PHEN KWAME BE-

KOE 

Lead Consultant  

Africa Blue Economy 

Institute Ghana 

kmfodwo@gmail.com  

3 Mr. AHETO DENIS 

WORLANYA 

Director  

Center for Coastal Man-

agement - Africa Center 

of Excellence in Coastal 

Resilience Ghana 

daheto@ucc.edu.gh 

 

4 Mr. MATTAH PRE-

CIOUS AGBEKO 

Deputy Director  

Center for Coastal Man-

agement - Africa Center 

of Excellence in Coastal 

Resilience, Ghana 

pmattah@ucc.edu.gh 

5 CHUKU ERNEST Research Assistant & 

Communications Officer  

Africa Center of Excel-

lence in Coastal Resili-

ence Ghana 

eobengchu-

ku@ucc.edu.gh 

6 AKUOKO IVY 

SERWAA 

Assistant Research Fel-

low  

Africa Center of Excel-

lence in Coastal Resili-

enceGhana 

Ivy.akuoko@ucc.edu.gh  

7 MR SAGOE AL-

BERTA AMA 

Postdoctoral Fellow  

Africa Center of Excel-

lence in Coastal Resili-

enceGhana 

jonahalberta@gmail.com  

8 Embassy of Japan-

Morocco 

Mr. Nobushige Shimi-

zu 

Representative n.shimizu17@gmail.com  

9 Angola Mr. Venancio  

 

Representative/ Ministry 

of Fisheries and the Sea 

venanci-

ogomes68@gmail.com  

10 International BEA M. KARA-

NI/PATRICK VITA-

LIS ONYANGO 

Director  

BEA International 

Kenya 

p_karani@hotmail.com;  

mailto:mbenguepeche@yahoo.fr;
mailto:mbenguepeche@yahoo.fr;
mailto:kmfodwo@gmail.com
mailto:daheto@ucc.edu.gh
mailto:Ivy.akuoko@ucc.edu.gh
mailto:jonahalberta@gmail.com
mailto:n.shimizu17@gmail.com
mailto:venanciogomes68@gmail.com
mailto:venanciogomes68@gmail.com
mailto:p_karani@hotmail.com;
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11 Benin Mr. DJIHINTO An-

toine Gaston 

Focal point / Director of 

Fisheries Production 

adjihinto@yahoo.fr  

12 Mr. Kasseau Hector 

Herman GANGBAZO 

Head of Fisheries Devel-

opment and Management 

kasseau@yahoo.fr  

13 FAO Regional Office for 

Africa 

Mr. Ndiaga Gueye Senior Fisheries and Aq-

uaculture Officer at the 

FAO Regional Office for 

Africa 

Ndiaga.Gueye@fao.org  

14 Cameroon Dr MIMBANG Guy 

Iréné 

Director of Fisheries, 

Aquaculture  

and Fisheries Industries 

mimbang@gmail.com;  

15 Mr DJEGO FUL-

BERT 

Representative/ Ministry 

of Livestock, Fisheries 

and Animal Indus-

tries/Department of Fish-

eries, Aquaculture and 

Fisheries Industries 

fdjego@gmail.com  

16 Mr. DIMBEG Antoine 

Aser 

Focal Point of the Fisher-

ies Production Develop-

ment Program in Came-

roon 

aserdimbeg@yahoo.com  

17 CAOPA Mr. Gaoussou Gueye President of CAOPA gaoussoug@gmail.com; 

caopacom@gmail.com  

18 ECOWAS Dr Amadou Tall  Consultant amadou.tall@gmail.com  

19 CECAF/PESCAO Mr. Sakchai 

McDonough 

Fisheries Project Of-

ficer/FAO Regional Of-

fice for Africa Accra-

Ghana 

sak-

chai.mcdonough@fao.or

g 

20 COREP Mr. Emmanuel 

SABUNI KASERE-

KA 

Fisheries Development 

and Programming Ad-

ministrator. 

issaske@yahoo.fr 

21 Ivory Coast Mrs. Kone N'TIHEIN 

FATOUMATA 

research officer at the 

fisheries department 

matali.knf@gmail.com  

22 Mr Julien DJOU-

KOUADIO 

Head of the Studies, Sta-

tistics and Documenta-

tion Department / De-

partment of Fisheries 

djouju-

lien225@gmail.com  

23 SRFC Mr Ibrahima Salif 

SYLLA 

SCS Program Officer at 

UCOS (Banjul) 

ibrahi-

ma.sylla@spcsrp.org 

24 Department of Fisheries 

and Aquatic Sciences, 

University of Cape Coast 

Mr ASARE NOBLE 

KWAME 

Lecturer  

Department of Fisheries 

and Aquatic Sciences, 

University of Cape Coast  

Ghana 

nasare@ucc.edu.gh  

25 Gabon Mr. Davy Angueko Ministry of Agriculture, 

Livestock, Fisheries and 

Food. 

davyangueko@yahoo.fr  

26 Gambia Mr. Malang Darboe - Deputy Permanent Secre-

tary 

ma-

lang.darboe@gmail.com  

mailto:adjihinto@yahoo.fr
mailto:kasseau@yahoo.fr
mailto:Ndiaga.Gueye@fao.org
mailto:mimbang@gmail.com;
mailto:fdjego@gmail.com
mailto:aserdimbeg@yahoo.com
mailto:gaoussoug@gmail.com
mailto:gaoussoug@gmail.com
mailto:amadou.tall@gmail.com
mailto:sakchai.mcdonough@fao.org
mailto:sakchai.mcdonough@fao.org
mailto:sakchai.mcdonough@fao.org
mailto:matali.knf@gmail.com
mailto:djoujulien225@gmail.com
mailto:djoujulien225@gmail.com
mailto:nasare@ucc.edu.gh
mailto:davyangueko@yahoo.fr
mailto:malang.darboe@gmail.com
mailto:malang.darboe@gmail.com
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27 Ms. Anna MBEN-

GUA CHAM 

Director fisheries de-

partment  

mbengaan-

na23@gmail.com 

28 Ghana Mr. Michael Arthur -

Dadzie  

Director of the Fisheries 

Commission 

michy-

ad2000@yahoo.com  

29 Mr. QUAYSON 

EVEVA MAAME 

ESI BORDAH 

the Director of the Ma-

rine Fisheries Manage-

ment Division of the 

Fisheries Commission, 

Ghana. 

bhyaqub@gmail.com; 

papajoe.maale-

adsei@fishcom.gov.gh  

30 Mr. Michael Arthur -

Dadzie  

Director of the Fisheries 

Commission 

michy-

ad2000@yahoo.com  

31 Ghana Institute of Man-

agement and Public Ad-

ministration 

Mr. AKPALU WIS-

DOM 

 

School of Research and 

Graduate Studies Ghana 

Institute of Management 

and Public Administra-

tion  

 

Director, Environment 

for Development Initia-

tive - Ghana ( EfD -

Ghana) 

wakpalu@yahoo.com 

 

32 Guinea-Bissau Mr. Inluta INCOM General Director of Arti-

sanal Fishing 

i_incom66@yahoo.com.

br 

33 INFOPECHE Mr. Helguile SHEP  Director of Fisheries shelguile@yahoo.fr  

34 LDAC Mr. Alexander Rodri-

guez 

LDAC Executive Secre-

tary 

alexan-

dre.rodriguez@ldac.eu 

  

35 Mr. Ivan Lopez LDAC President ivan.lopez@pesqueraanc

ora.com  

36 Morocco Mr. Mohamed 

Yassine EL AROUS-

SI 

Head of Division of Co-

operation 

yassine.elaroussi@gmail.

com 

37 Mr Nabil ANWARI Executive at the Cooper-

ation Department / Multi-

lateral Cooperation De-

partment 

Anwarina-

bil8@gmail.com  

38 Ms. Zineb AGHER-

RABI 

Frame/DPM agherrabi@mpm.gov.ma  

39 Mauritania Mr Ahmed Taleb 

MOUSSA 

DA/DARE/MPEM talebmoussaa@yahoo.fr  

40 Nigeria Mrs. Lydia O. 

OLADOSU  

Federal Ministry of Agri-

culture and Rural  

Development Federal 

Department of Fisheries, 

oladosulyd-

ia@fdfanda.com  

41 MOSFA Mr. Andre NAOUSSI Journalist/Coordinator andrenaous-

si@gmail.com  

mailto:mbengaanna23@gmail.com
mailto:mbengaanna23@gmail.com
mailto:michyad2000@yahoo.com
mailto:michyad2000@yahoo.com
mailto:bhyaqub@gmail.com
mailto:bhyaqub@gmail.com
mailto:bhyaqub@gmail.com
mailto:michyad2000@yahoo.com
mailto:michyad2000@yahoo.com
mailto:wakpalu@yahoo.com
mailto:i_incom66@yahoo.com.br
mailto:i_incom66@yahoo.com.br
mailto:shelguile@yahoo.fr
mailto:alexandre.rodriguez@ldac.eu
mailto:alexandre.rodriguez@ldac.eu
mailto:ivan.lopez@pesqueraancora.com
mailto:ivan.lopez@pesqueraancora.com
mailto:yassine.elaroussi@gmail.com
mailto:yassine.elaroussi@gmail.com
mailto:Anwarinabil8@gmail.com
mailto:Anwarinabil8@gmail.com
mailto:agherrabi@mpm.gov.ma
mailto:talebmoussaa@yahoo.fr
mailto:oladosulydia@fdfanda.com
mailto:oladosulydia@fdfanda.com
mailto:andrenaoussi@gmail.com
mailto:andrenaoussi@gmail.com
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42  Mr Sylvain TUSAN-

GA MUKANGA 

Executive Director / 

Lake Tanganyika Au-

thority Secretariat 

 

  

sylvaintusan-

ga@yahoo.fr;sylvain.tusa

nga@lta-alt.org 

43 Mr. Sylvain TUSAN-

GA MUKANGA 

Director of Fisheries and 

Fishery Resources 

sylvaintusan-

ga@yahoo.fr; 

44 REFMA Mr. COULIBALY 

Karim 

President of REFMA coulakar@yahoo.fr  

45 Lieutenant Safiatou 

CISSE 

Controller of Maritime 

and Port Affairs 

st_samira@yahoo.fr  

46 Regional Maritime Uni-

versity 

MR BUXTON BAR-

NOR BRYAN 

Lecturer  

Regional Maritime Uni-

versity 

bryan.buxton-

barnor@rmu.edu.gh  

47 Sao Tome Mrs Virginia Godinho Technician in the sani-

tary inspection depart-

ment 

virginiacar-

valho999@yahoo.com.br  

48 ATLAFCO Secretariat Mr. Abdelouahed 

BENABBOU 

Executive Secretary benabbou-

comhafat@gmail.com  

49 Mr. Atsushi ISHI-

KAWA 

Expert/OFCF a615@ruby.ocn.ne.jp  

50 Mrs. Hayat ASSARA Executive assistant hayat.comhafat@gmail.c

om 

51 Mr. Abdelkrim 

MRABTI 

webmaster akarim.mrabti@gmail.co

m 

52 Mr. Abdennaji 

LAAMRICH 

Head of the Cooperation 

and Information System 

Department 

laamrichmpm@gmail.co

m 

53 Mr. Mohamed 

SADIKI 

Head of Programs and 

Projects Department 

sadiki.comhafat@gmail.c

om 

54 Mr. Mohammed 

HADDAD 

Financial officer had-

dad.comhafat@gmail.co

m 

55 Mr. Rachid REGRA-

GUI 

Framework regra-

guicomhafat@gmail.com  

56 Mr. BOUALI Ali Consultant bouali1952@gmail.com  

57 Senegal Dr Moustapha Kebe Consultant kebe_tapha@yahoo.fr  

58 Mr. Ismaila NDIAYE Fisheries and Aquacul-

ture Engineer  

- Head of the Regional 

Fisheries and Surveil-

lance Service of Dakar 

gattizo2@yahoo.fr  
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60 Mr Diene FAYE Director of Marine Fish-
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diene-

faye502@hotmail.com  

61 Mr. DIOP Abdou Senior Fisheries Techni-
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jopabdou@yahoo.fr  

62 Togo Mr. Ali DOMTANI Director of Fisheries domtania@yahoo.fr  

63 Mr. Ahoedo KOSSI  

Head of Fisheries Promo-
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kahoedo@yahoo.fr  

64 TRY Oyster Women's 
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Mr. COKER ROSE 

FATOU 

Special Assistant to the 

President  

TRY Oyster Women's 
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rozafriq@gmail.com  

65 AU-IBAR Mr. Mohamed SEI-

SAY 

Senior Fisheries Officer  

(AU-IBAR) 

mohamed.seisay@au-

ibar.org 

66 Ms Malebo Hellen 

MOEPI 

fisheries officer hellen.moepi@au-

ibar.org 

67 UKwame Nkrumah Uni-

versity of Science and 

Technology 

Mr CAMPION BEN-

JAMIN 

Lecturer  

Department of Fisheries 

and Watershed Manage-

ment, Kwame Nkrumah 

University of Science 

and Technology Ghana 

bbcampion@gmail.com 
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APPENDIX II: Introductory speech by Mr. Abdelouahed. BENABBOU, Executive Sec-

retary of ATLAFCO 

Mr. Representative of the President of ATLAFCO, 

Mr. Director of the Africa Centre of Excellence in Coastal Resilience, Uni-

versity of Cape Coast in Ghana, 

Distinguished RFOs Executive Secretaries 

Mrs. /Mr. AU-IBAR representative 

Executive Secretary and members of the LDAC, 

Mr. President of the Media Observatory for Sustainable Fisheries in Africa 

(MOSFA), 

Distinguished Delegates of ATLAFCO Member States, 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

I am particularly delighted to be with you this morning, on the occasion of the 

opening of the proceedings of this online conference, jointly organized by AT-

LAFCO and the African Center of Excellence in Coastal Resilience (ACECOR) 

of the University of Cape Coast of Ghana, on the theme of '' Unleashing the full 

potential of the fisheries sector as part of a sustainable blue economy. 

First of all, allow me to wish you, on behalf of Mr. Sidi Tiémoko TOURE, Minis-

ter of Animal and Fisheries Resources of Côte d'Ivoire and President-in-Office 

of ATLAFCO, welcome. 

This online conference replaces the one on the same theme which was to take 

place in Marrakech in December 2021, and which was unfortunately canceled at 

the last moment, following the decision of the Moroccan authorities to suspend 

air links, following appearance of the Omicron variant. 

 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

The theme that brings us together today is of capital importance for our Conti-

nent. Indeed, out of the 54 countries in Africa, 38 are coastal States, of which 

22 are members of ATLAFCO. The seas and oceans play a central role in the Af-

rican economy and the African Union rightly sees great hopes for development in 

them and has called the blue economy "the new frontier of the renaissance of 

Africa”. 
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The Blue Economy is a particularly promising lever for economic and social devel-

opment for the Continent. It can provide great traction and concrete benefits 

for people. It relies on more sustainable resources, but also more fragile, facing 

overexploitation and the collapse of biodiversity. The immense potential offered 

by the seas and oceans therefore presents both challenges and enormous oppor-

tunities for the social and economic development of the continent. 

In addition to other activities such as the transport of goods, tourism, oil and 

gas exploitation, and other related activities, fishing is predominant there. This 

activity constitutes a major component of the blue economy in our Continent 

which has a vast network of lakes, rivers and expanses of fresh and marine wa-

ter rich in natural resources, in particular fish, which can ensure the food secu-

rity of populations. . 

This is all the more true for ATLAFCO member states where maritime and 

aquatic areas play a key role in providing food for their populations. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

In organizing this conference, our ambition is to focus on the central question of 

how to reconcile the need to continue to exploit and benefit from the fisheries 

resources in the waters of our region and the obligation to fish responsibly, 

within the framework of full respect for the environment and the demands 

posed by climate change and the sustainability of a blue economy. 

In other words, how to ensure sustainable exploitation of fishery resources 

within the framework of harmony and complementarity between fishing and oth-

er sectors of activity linked to maritime areas? 

Our experts will therefore not only highlight the opportunities and challenges 

that our countries and our region are facing with regard to their aquatic re-

sources, but also the opportunity to reflect on the appropriate political and in-

stitutional responses to be made. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

To fully benefit from the spin-offs and advantages of the exploitation of mari-

time and aquatic spaces and thus derive the maximum benefits in terms of eco-

nomic growth and social development within the framework of a sustainable blue 

economy, it is essential to opt for a sustainable exploitation, based on effective 

governance which requires the development of coherent policies based on 

knowledge and understanding of the oceans and seas, as well as prosperity and 

social equity. 
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The blue economy concept is also based on a global and eco-systemic vision; 

hence the importance of setting up a real strategy making it possible to set a 

common roadmap for all sectors and thus is able to deploy effective synergies. 

These are some lines of thought that I submit to the appreciation of the ex-

perts gathered today and that I invite to deliberate on the prospects for the 

development of the fisheries sector in a sustainable manner in the region, with 

the aim of better understanding opportunities and challenges brought about by 

an inclusive and sustainable blue economy. 

I hope that this meeting can constitute a formidable contribution to the im-

provement of maritime governance in our region within the framework of a sus-

tainable exploitation of marine biological resources and an effective participa-

tion in the blue economy.  

Before closing my remarks, I would like to reiterate my thanks to all of AT-

LAFCO's partners, led by the OFCF, who made it possible to hold this meeting, 

as well as to the resource persons who accepted our invitation and lead this con-

ference. 

My thanks also go to all the representatives of African States who have joined 

in this reflection. 

Thank you for your attention.  
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APPENDIX III: WORKSHOP AGENDA  

January 27, 2022 

Morning 

Time Activity Responsibility Institution 

10:00 -10:30 

Opening ceremony : 

 

-         Introductory Speech 

 

 

-         ATLAFCO Presidency 

Statement 

 

-         Messages of solidarity 

from Collaborators 

  

- Mr. Abdelouahed BENABBOU  

Executive Secretary 

 

  Representative of the President of 

ATLAFCO 
 

 Professor Denis Worlanyo 

AHETO 

 

 

 

ATLAFCO Secretariat/ 

 

Ministry of Animal and 

Fishery Resources of 

Côte d'Ivoire/ 

 

African Center of Ex-

cellence in Coastal Re-

silience 

10:30. - 10:45  

Presentation 1: The concept, 

tools and pillars of the blue 

economy 
Mr Naji LAAMRICH ATLAFCO 

10:45 - 11:00 

Presentation 2: Africa's ocean 

economy [the status quo and the 

future of the blue economy in 

Africa] 

Dr Patrick KARANI BEA International 

11:00 -11:15 

Presentation: Human Capital 

Investment and Financing for 

Africa's Blue Economy 

Dr. Mohamed SEISAY 

  
AU/IBAR 

11:15 -11:30 

Presentation 4: Bio-socio-

economic analysis of fisheries 

management in Africa 
Prof. Wisdom AKPALU 

Ghana Institute of Man-

agement and Public 

Administration 

11:30 -11:45 

Presentation 5: The Emerging 

Coastal and Marine Aquaculture 

Industry in Africa 

Mr. Ernest OBENG CHUKU 

  

African Center of Ex-

cellence on Coastal Re-

silience 

  

11:45-12:15 Discussion All participants   
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BREAK 

  

AFTERNOON 

Time Activity Responsibility   

13:30 13:45 

Presentation6: Development of 

activities upstream and down-

stream of the fisheries value 

chain 

Ms. Helen MOEPI AU/IBAR 

13:45 14:00 

  

Presentation 7: The role of 

regional fisheries bodies in the 

implementation of the African 

blue economy strategy 

Mr. Mohamed SADIKI 

ATLAFCO 

  

  

14:00-14:15 

Presentation 8: Harmonization 

of Institutional Operations and 

Domestication of international 

instruments 

Mr Kwame MFODWO 
African Institute for the 

Blue Economy 

14:15  14:30  

  

Presentation 9: Governance 

and organization of maritime 

areas (MPA, sustainable re-

source management) 

Prof. Benjamin CAMPION 

Department of Fisheries 

and Watershed Manage-

ment, 

Kwame Nkrumah Universi-

ty of Science and Technol-

ogy 

14:30-14:45  

  

Presentation 10: Case study on 

MPAs  
Dr. Alberta SAGOE 

African Center of Excel-

lence on Coastal Resilience 

14:45-15:15  
Discussions 

Closing of the Conference 
All participants and organizers  
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 APPENDIX IV: Recommendations 
  

 

A. Considering that UNCLOS 1982 constitutes an important contribution to the 

promotion of economic and social progress for all and to the sustainable develop-

ment of the oceans and seas; 

B. Noting that the United Nations has included ocean development among its Sus-

tainable Development Goals (SDGs), including SDG14, which aims to “conserve 

and sustainably use the oceans, seas and marine resources for sustainable devel-

opment”; 

C. Noting the definition of the blue economy by the Charter on Maritime Security 

and Safety and Development in Africa (The Lomé Charter), which specifies that 

the term “blue economy” encompasses the economic activities of marine and 

aquatic spaces in the oceans , coasts, seas, rivers, lakes, groundwater, wetlands, 

floodplains and associated water resources; 

D. Given that the African Union calls the blue economy “the new frontier of Africa's 

renaissance” and that the blue or ocean economy approach, as described in the 

Agenda 2063 of the African Union, “will contribute enormously to the transfor-

mation and growth of the continent”; 

E. Recalling the emphasis given by the Integrated Maritime Strategy for Africa to 

2050, on the need to establish across the continent an integrated and multidimen-

sional blue and ocean economy; 

F. Confirming the role of regional fisheries organizations in cooperation, integrated 

management of fisheries and aquaculture, governance of the sustainable blue 

economy; 

G. Considering the Vision of the Africa Blue Economy Strategy, is to guide the de-

velopment of an inclusive and sustainable blue economy that contributes signifi-

cantly to the transformation and growth of the continent; 

H. Highlighting that the Africa Blue Economy Strategy covers the five thematic are-

as, considered critical to the growth of the blue economy in Africa: 

1. Fisheries, aquaculture, conservation and sustainable aquatic ecosystems; 

2. Navigation / maritime transport, trade, ports, maritime security, safety at sea 

and enforcement of regulations; 

3. Coastal and maritime tourism, climate change, resilience, environment, in-

frastructure; 

4. Sustainable energy, mineral resources and innovative industries 

5. Policies, institutions and governance, employment, job creation and poverty 

eradication, innovative financing. 

I. Aware of the challenges facing the Blue Economy especially: Maritime insecurity, 

Unsustainable mineral extraction, poorly planned and unregulated coastal devel-

opment, unsustainable human activities, impacts of IUU fisheries, impact of biodi-

versity loss, regulatory and institutional frameworks. 
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To unlock the full potential of the fisheries sector and the promise of a sustainable Blue 

Economy, the participants in this conference made the following recommendations: 

1. Promote the alignment of States with major global and African policies and initia-

tives, in particular: the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea 1982, the 

African Union Agenda 2063; Africa's Integrated Maritime Strategy 2014 (AIMS 

2050), Pan-African Policy Framework and Fisheries and Aquaculture Reform 

Strategy (CPSR) 2014, United Nations 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Develop-

ment; the African Charter on Maritime Safety and Security and Development in 

Africa of 2016 (Lomé Charter), Africa's Blue Economy Strategy, the Agreement 

on the African Continental Free Trade Area , The Paris Agreement on climate 

change, 

2. Encourage the African Union Commission to fully assume its mission in terms of 

the blue economy, which consists of: 

 Raise awareness, build capacity and share best practices in blue economy; 

 Support the establishment of blue governance mechanisms to ensure plan-

ning and coordination at continental, regional and national levels; 

 Mobilize resources for the implementation of the Blue Economy Strategy. 

 

3. Set up at the level of the African Union, an Office dedicated to blue governance as 

an autonomous institution, in order to better guarantee the independence, multidis-

ciplinary and transversally Blue Economy; 

4. Establish in each Regional Economic Community, a blue economy coordination 

structure and work in perfect synergy with the African Union Coordination Office 

and specialized regional institutions, including regional fisheries organizations. 

5. Develop a blue economy strategy at State level and set up a structure for coordina-

tion and monitoring of its execution: 

6. Institutionalize the process of Maritime Spatial Planning and Integrated Coastal 

Zone Management to: 

 Allocate specific spaces to EB activities, 

 Minimize conflicts with other blue economy activities 

 Guarantee long-term visibility to private and public investors 

7. Assess blue potential and develop an appropriate national accounting system to 

provide an overall picture of EB's contribution to value addition and job creation; 

8. Integrate communities into the BE development process and initiate activities 

aimed at building their resilience and reducing their vulnerability to climate 

change and pollution; to pandemics…; 

9. Develop the fisheries and aquaculture value chain to optimally contribute to a sus-

tainable inclusive blue economy 

10. Design a framework to introduce, expand or improve the effective management of 

Marine Protected Areas (MPAs) to maintain healthy ecosystems; 
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11. Optimize the conservation and sustainable exploitation of fisheries and aquacul-

ture within the framework of blue growth and minimize conflicts with other blue 

economy activities; 

12. Develop artisanal fishing while minimizing the negative impacts of other blue in-

vestments; 

13. Attract and promote partnerships (PPP) and private and public sector investments 

and financing of fisheries and aquaculture; 

14. Establish a policy for developing the skills required to establish and succeed a sus-

tainable blue economy policy 

15. Improve the analysis and information support system at all levels for informed de-

cision-making in the Blue Economy; 

16. Develop communication strategies on the blue economy and make the concept bet-

ter known. 

 

 

 


