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• A key goal for Africa’s transformation and renaissance is  harnessing the potential of Africa’s 

aquatic endowments for Blue economy growth – this is set as goal for the attainment of 

Aspiration 1 in the Agenda 2063 (A prosperous Africa based on inclusive growth and 

sustainable development) for the Africa we want! 

 

 

 

 

 

• Other AU instruments that laid the foundation for blue economy development of the 

continent:  

• Policy Framework and Reform Strategy for fisheries and aquaculture in Africa 

• African Integrated Maritime Strategy 

• Lomé Charter 

  

Underpinning AU instruments 
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» Blue Economy: includes a variety of activities ranging from fisheries 

and aquaculture; and ecosystem services such as carbon 

sequestration, coastal protection and biodiversity. The ecosystem 

plays a major role in climate change mitigation and adaptation 

through absorption of carbon dioxide (CO2), coastal habitats such as 

mangrove forests, sea grass beds sequester carbon and help to 

protect coastlines, prevent soil erosion from floods and storms 

(World Bank, 2016) 

» Blue Governance: Refers to reform of policies, building public sector 

capacity, aligning economic interests with long-term sustainability, 

and promoting conditions that encourage business growth in a 

sustainable seafood sector. Public-private dialogue, stakeholder 

inclusion and strategic partnerships with donors, technical expertise, 

the private sector and clients help shape the fisheries agenda and 

position fisheries as central to today’s development challenges – 

poverty alleviation, climate change, and food security  

 

Conceptual Definitions of BE 



Marine Spatial Planning (MSP) 

» Maritime Spatial Planning (MSP) is identified as a tool for better coordination 
and synergy in blue economy development.  

» In recent years, some AU Member States have initiated the MSP process as part 
of their national developmental programs but the implementation still remains a 
significant technical challenge for a majority of the AU Member States.  

» Maritime Spatial Planning is an essential tool for balancing sustainable use and 
conservation imperatives, mitigating conflicts and creating synergies amongst 
the users, particularly during this time of the growing Blue Economy initiative on 
the continent.  

» Marine Spatial Planning is therefore a practical way to organize the use of the 
ocean space, and the interactions among human uses including fisheries, 
aquaculture, shipping, tourism, renewable energy production, marine mining and 
between uses and the marine environment.  

» Marine Spatial Planning provides an integrated planning framework that moves 
away from sectoral management to address multiple objectives related to 
achieving economic and ecological sustainability and the need to reduce conflicts 
in marine ecosystems and environment  



Why Marine Spatial Planning (MSP) in BE? 

Marine Spatial Planning plays an important role in the growth of a 

sustainable blue economy, in particular, MSP is a catalyst for innovative 

blue technologies.  

MSP helps: 

ü in identifying suitable testbeds and demonstration sites  

ü to provide space to test innovative technological solutions and 

facilitates their de-risking 

ü in determining and establishing sea and ocean routes that are 

important for about 90% cargo freight and global, continental and 

regional trade 

ü to bring together different stakeholders to work across borders 

and sectors  

ü as a real driver towards circular and life-cycle design thinking. 

This thinking is already applied within decommissioned oil and 

gas installations which are re-purposed to serve other uses after 

their initial lifetime, such as tourism, hydrogen storage or carbon 

capture and storage.  



Effects of Climate change on land, sea and 

ocean 

Global space and economic yields 
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• Data and information sources, including National biodiversity plans, 

programmes, IPBES, CBD, CITES, IUCN, RAMSAR Convention, UNEP, 

UNFCCC, LME projects, and peer-reviewed scholarly articles. 

• Assessments on LMEs (Satia, 2016) 

• IUCN categories of threatened species  

• Biodiversity categorised by (Polidoro et al., 2017): 

• Vertebrates:  

• mammals, turtles, Seabirds, fish 

• Invertebrates:  

• Sea cucumbers, cone snails, cephalopods,  

lobsters  

• Marine plants: Mangroves, Seagrasses, corals 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Approach to MSP 
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Sharks and Rays 

Species Status Distribution Main 

Grounds 

Threats 

Numerous 

sharks and 

rays 

Conserv

ation 

concern 

All 7  

LMEs 

All 7 

LMEs 

Incidentally 

caught during 

fishing 

operations; 

targeted for 

their fins and 

meat 
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Sea Turtles 
[EN= endangered, VU=vulnerable, CE=critically endangered] 

Species Status Distribution Important 

grounds 

Threats 

Green  EN All 7 LMEs Gabon, Cape 

Verde,  Gambia, 

Angola, Kenya, 

Tanzania, 

Seychelles, 

Comoros, 

Mozambique, 

South Africa 

Hunting (meat, 

eggs, 

ornamental, 

skin), bycatch, 

habitat loss, 

climate change, 

pollution (plastic 

ingestion, 

entanglement) 

Loggerhead EN All 7 LMEs 

Olive Ridley  VU 6 LMEs except 

MedLME 

Leatherback  CE All 7 LMEs 

Hawksbill CE 6 LMEs except 

MedLME 
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Marine Mammals 
Cetaceans = whales, dolphins, and porpoises; Pinnipeds = seals; Sirenians = manatees and dugongs 

 

 Species  Status  Distribution  Main Grounds  Threats  

Cetaceans Conservation 

concern  

All LMEs CCLME, GCLME 

and ASCLME. 

Habitat loss, boat strikes, incidental 

catch, hunting, unavailable prey 

species, marine noise.  

Pinnipeds 

Cape fur seal 

Least concern BCLME  Namibia and South 

Africa. 

Prey availability, climate change 

Pinnipeds 

Mediterranean 

monk seal 

EN MedLME, 

CCLME 

Western Sahara, 

Mauritania, eastern 

MedLME. 

Habitat loss, hunting, bycatch and 

entanglement. 

Sirenians 

Dugong 

EN-VU (in 

ASCLME) 

ASCLME -   Madagascar, 

Seychelles, 

Comoros, 

Mozambique, 

Tanzania, Eritrea. 

Hunting  

Sirenians: 

African manatee 

VU CCLME, 

GCLME 

Guinea-Bissau, 

Gabon, Cote 

dôIvoire, Nigeria, 

Cameroon. 

Hunted (meat, hide, oil and bones), 

targeted deliberately because it is 

perceived to damage fishing nests. 
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Seabirds 

Species  Status  Distribution  Main Grounds  Threats  

Hundreds of 

species (e.g., 

148 species 

recorded in 

CCLME 

(CEPF, 2015) 

Some 

are of 

conserv

ation 

concern 

All 7 LMEs, 

both residents 

and migrants 

Hundreds RAMSAR 

Sites include  

estuaries (e.g. 

Senegal Delta hosts 

>3 million wintering 

seabirds), islands, 

EBSAs 

Incidental 

mortality in 

fisheries, food 

availability, 

pollution. 
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Marine Plants 
[LC= Least Concern] 

Species Status Distribution Main Grounds Threats 

Seagrass Mostly of 

LC  

All LMEs Mascarene 

Plateau, 

Red Sea, 

Mauritania 

Habitat destruction, 

anthropogenic 

disturbances 

Mangroves  LC (in Red 

Sea LME) 

  

Threatened 

in other 

LMEs 

CCLME 

GCLME, 

ASCLME 

Senegal, 

Gambia, Guinea-

Bissau, Nigeria, 

Gabon, Guinea, 

Sierra Leone, 

Angola, South 

Africa 

Unsustainable use 

(firewood, 

construction, fish 

traps), pollution, land 

conversion, 

freshwater diversion, 

coastal erosion, 

poverty. 

Corals   ASCLME, Red 

Sea LME, 

MedLME 

Eritrea, 

Tanzania, Kenya, 

Mozambique 

Global warming, 

ocean acidification 

Kelp LC BCLME Namibia Cutting by offshore 

diamond mining 



Integrating Marine Spatial Planning into Blue 

Economy 

» Integration of MSP into Blue Economy is inevitable to blue 

economic growth 

» As the blue economy grows, the natural assets of oceans and 

seas face unparalleled pressures and challenges from 

economic activities 

» Competition for ocean and sea space increase when economic 

activities such as marine aquaculture, renewable energy, and 

marine and coastal tourism boost and generate economic 

added demand in ocean-related service and extractive 

industries 

» Therefore, integrating MSP into Blue Economy will help to 

manage oceans and seas in  coherently and safeguarded 

manner against activities that undermine the basis on which 

ocean industries depend.  

» A sustainable blue economy that fits within the boundaries of 

oceans and seas ecosystems will support  robust growth of 

ocean-related economic activities. 



Insights on Marine Spatial Planning integration 

into Blue Economy 

» MSP brings together different stakeholders, such as 

industry, government, conservation and recreation  

» MSP enables stakeholders to jointly make decisions 

about how to allocate space among competing 

economic activities while protecting marine 

ecosystems 

» MSP works across sectors and national borders to 

encourage investments 

» MSP creates more transparent rules and a more 

predictable investment climate 

» MSP aims to ensure that human activities at sea and 

ocean do not jeopardise the ecosystem health of 

oceans and seas. 



Marine Spatial Planning  for informed decisions 

and policy on Blue Economy 

» Informed decisions and policy are facilitated by technological innovations 

» To empower informed decisions, Marine Spatial Planning relies on 
technological innovations that deliver reliable and relevant data. Examples 
include 

• the improved data sourcing on fishing locations and fishing methods 
provided by satellite-based Vessel Monitoring System (VMS), 

• Automatic Identification System (AIS) to identify and monitor vessels, 

• or even the Visible Infrared Imaging Radiometer Suite (VIIRS) to acquire 
visible and infrared imagery of the oceans. 

» Besides, big data processing is bound to make a big difference, especially in 
connection with data processing software and better assessment and 
decision-making models 

» Marine Spatial Planning is instrumental in implementing a strategic and 
integrated approach to developing a sustainable blue economy 

https://ec.europa.eu/fisheries/cfp/control/technologies/vms_en
https://ec.europa.eu/fisheries/cfp/control/technologies/vms_en
https://ec.europa.eu/fisheries/cfp/control/technologies/vms_en
https://ec.europa.eu/fisheries/cfp/control/technologies/vms_en
https://ec.europa.eu/fisheries/cfp/control/technologies/vms_en
https://www.marineinsight.com/marine-navigation/automatic-identification-system-ais-integrating-and-identifying-marine-communication-channels/
https://www.marineinsight.com/marine-navigation/automatic-identification-system-ais-integrating-and-identifying-marine-communication-channels/
https://www.marineinsight.com/marine-navigation/automatic-identification-system-ais-integrating-and-identifying-marine-communication-channels/
https://www.marineinsight.com/marine-navigation/automatic-identification-system-ais-integrating-and-identifying-marine-communication-channels/
https://www.marineinsight.com/marine-navigation/automatic-identification-system-ais-integrating-and-identifying-marine-communication-channels/
https://nsidc.org/data/viirs
https://nsidc.org/data/viirs
https://nsidc.org/data/viirs
https://nsidc.org/data/viirs
https://nsidc.org/data/viirs
https://nsidc.org/data/viirs
https://nsidc.org/data/viirs
https://nsidc.org/data/viirs
https://nsidc.org/data/viirs


Blue Economy concept….   

» In the meantime, 

many other 

initiatives =  

Derived and 

Associated 

products:  

» Blue Growth,  

» Ocean economy 

» Ocean Governance 

» Blue Governance 

» Blue Carbon 

» Blue Guardians 

» Blue Finance 

» Blue Bonds 

» Blue Belt… 

Sustainable development goals … no 
mention of Blue Economy 

Sustainable Blue 
Economy  

(ocean based [blue] 
economy) 

Sustainability concept 

 

Green Economy …. Blue 
Economy Concept 

Bangladesh é new 
way 

SIDS support and push 

(SAMOA pathway) 



Blue Economy in theory 



BE in the context 

of SDG… 

Ocean, lakes, rivers, ponds, and all water 
bodies are at the heart of most of the 
SDGs… They should deserve a better 

recognition 



Blue Economy in Practice…. 

» Still very sectorial approach 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

¨ 

» Č Still no value of coordination 
efforts and synergies 

» Standard Development 
Approach = More economic 
benefits 
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Rationale 

• Africa’s oceans, seas, lakes, rivers source of wealth and livelihoods 

• Untapped, yet could increase jobs, improve GDP, climate change benefits 

• Africa’s structural transformation: fisheries, mining, shipping,  tourism, trade 

• Creating institutional and sectoral linkages; emerging and frontier sectors; social 
considerations, gender, youth, food and water security, poverty alleviation, wealth and job 
creation. 

• Nairobi …..  

BE Potential 

• A development strategy 

• A tool for economic diversification, innovation, investment in human capital, regional and 
international trade integration 

• Management tool for Africa’s aquatic resources and ecosystems: safeguard against pollution 
and overexploitation 

• Strengthens governance, enhance the quality of public services and improve the business 
climate 

Rationale and Potential for BE 
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Specific areas of interventions 
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Vision  

The Vision of the BE Strategy is an inclusive and sustainable blue economy that 

significantly contributes to Africa’s transformation and growth 

 

Purpose of the African BE strategy 

The objective of the BE Strategy is to guide the development of an inclusive and 

sustainable blue economy that becomes a significant contributor to continental 

transformation and growth, through advancing knowledge on marine and aquatic 

biotechnology, environmental sustainability, the growth of an Africa-wide shipping 

industry, the development of sea, river and lake transport and fishing; and 

exploitation and beneficiation of deep-sea mineral and other resources.  

Vision and Purpose of the BE Strategy  



Major Constraints   

Lack of Planning 

» Marine Spatial Planning (MSP) has not yet planned and designed in 
coordination with various stakeholders in Southern countries while MSP 
should be integrated and multi-objective, strategic and future oriented, 
and continuous and adaptive to use all marine resources for sustainable 
blue growth Č Secure Investments and reduce negative externalities 

Lack of Coordination 

» Between administrative and research institutions 

» Between administration and private sectors 

» Inter-ministerial coordination is very much vital to bring forward all the 
relevant developmental issues related to the SBE 

Lack of consideration for ecosystem services and climate change 
effects  

» Ecosystem services are not taken into account (as well 
coastal and marine environment) into Ocean based 
economic development policies  

» Climate change not [enough] integrated in SBE strategies 

Lack of Blue Economy Development Bank 

» To bring the financial support at the level needed 

» To contribute to ensure the sustainability of BE 
development  
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1. Strategic challenges 

a) Blue governance 

b) Economic and social 

c) Nutritional 

d) Environmental and climate change 

2. Technical challenges 

a)  Assessing the Blue Potential 

b) Accounting BE activities and components for better governance 

c) Maritime spatial planning (MSP) and better coordination and synergy 

d) Integrated and prospective approach to marine ecosystems 

e) Increasing safety and security though an integrated maritime 
surveillance 

f) Value addition 

Challenges 



Conclusion and Recommendation 

Conclusion: 

The integration of well-planned MSPs in the implementation of the Africa Blue Economy 
Strategy will contribute to drive inclusive economic growth, social prosperity and 
environmental management and protection  

Maritime planners, managers, and governments should properly collaborate to design and 
integrate Marine Spatial Planning as an important tool in the management and governance of 
the Blue Economy and Ocean resources  

Marine Spatial Planning is key to  a growing number of maritime policies due the added 
economic value given by the protection of the vital ecosystem services, for continued and 
sustainable of the same by Africa’s Blue economy resources  

Recommendation: 

Embrace Africa Blue Economy as AU blueprint with potential to: 

1. Adequate awareness creation, build capacity and share best practices on application 
of the Blue Economy concept;  

2. Setting up Blue Governance mechanisms to ensure planning and coordination at 
continental, regional and national levels; and,  

3. Mobilization of resources for the implementation of the Blue Economy Strategy.  

 

 



AU-IBAR: Providing leadership in the development of animal resources for Africa 


